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KEMP, MR DEAN, RETIREMENT 
Grievance 

MR BOWLER (Eyre) [9.19 am]:  My grievance is also to the Minister for Sport and Recreation, who I notice is 
wearing a Subiaco Football Club tie like I am - the mighty maroons.  We are colour coordinated.  In part, my 
grievance is a tribute to the career of Dean Kemp, who recently announced his retirement after 243 games.  It 
was a wonderful career with the West Coast Eagles Football Club and before that with Subiaco and before that 
with the Railway Football Club in Kalgoorlie.  Dean epitomised not only a good footballer but also a good 
person in those 243 games.  I could count on one hand the number of times he went for the player rather than the 
ball.   

Mr Board:  He was a fantastic player. 

Mr BOWLER:  Exactly.  Because he always went for the ball, he ended up getting concussed and knocked 
around.  He was the person with the real courage because he put his head over the ball and copped the whacks.  
We all would have liked to see him reach the 250-game milestone.  It was not to be.  All Western Australians, 
even my friend the member for Kalgoorlie, were glad to see him retire in the end, because we could see that he 
was not the player that he used to be and that his health was suffering.  Dean had a wonderful attitude.  He did 
not seem to play for the money.  Every year we hear about Australian Football League stars threatening to go to 
other clubs.  In 11 years with the Eagles, we never heard that about Dean Kemp.  There was never any talk of his 
management holding out for more money from the Eagles.  In the few days since Dean’s retirement, there has 
been widespread acceptance that he was possibly the best West Coast Eagle to ever don the jumper.  In fact, I 
doubt whether he was the highest paid West Coast Eagle.  There are probably several players who have 
complained, badgered and threatened to go to other clubs who get more money.  However, he just turned up 
every year, come what may, and played the game for the jumper, despite the fact that the Eagles kept changing 
the jumper, which was a great source of annoyance to me.  Being a bit of a traditionalist, I wanted the Eagles to 
at least retain its colours; every year it would throw in a new colour.  The Eagles will probably have purple or 
pink next year.  Dean was the epitome of the game and what we like to see in players.  He was a role model for 
all Western Australians.  As a youth in Kalgoorlie, Dean was not just a footballer.  My friend Matthew Birney 
played with Dean and I coached them both in basketball. 

Mr Birney:  The member for Kalgoorlie. 

Mr BOWLER:  Sorry - the member for Kalgoorlie. 

Mr Carpenter:  You have copped a few hidings in your time.   

Mr BOWLER:  They were both good basketballers, but Dean was a better basketballer.  As a matter of fact, I 
think he was as good a basketballer as he was a footballer.  People might say that I am exaggerating, but that was 
the widespread opinion in Kalgoorlie.   

Mr Omodei:  Was he as good a basketballer as the member for Kalgoorlie? 

Mr BOWLER:  Just a little better; it was a line ball.  Matt was a good junior.  I heard that the Perth Wildcats 
approached Dean to play, but then he was drafted and went to the Eagles.  Thank God, because he became an 
ornament to the national game.  As his basketball coach, I had a sneaking admiration for his basketball ability, 
but I was glad he took the path into football, because of the greater exposure it gave him.  He never forgot 
Kalgoorlie.  During the off-season he would always come back.  The other day, when Subiaco and East 
Fremantle played, he was there.  I was at a function and I walked around the corner, and he walked past me and 
said, “G’day Bowls” and just kept going as if nothing had changed.  With Dean Kemp, it did not.  He was also a 
champion hockey player.  He could have gone on to represent the Kookaburras if he had taken that path.   

Mr Board:  Do you know that he was our champion for youth in Western Australia for two or three years?  He 
used to go into the detention centres and work with indigenous people.  He motivated a lot of young people who 
did not have opportunities, and in many ways he changed a lot of people’s lives.  

Mr BOWLER:  Exactly.  I praise the previous Government and the administrators for choosing Dean, because I 
know he is a great role model and I hope he continues in that area in some way.   

People in the goldfields all knew Dean, but the first taste most Western Australians had of him was when he 
played for Subiaco in the West Australian Football League.  Sadly, these days not that many people go to WAFL 
games.  Many people had the opportunity to see him and many other future champions on ABC television every 
Saturday afternoon when the games were telecast live throughout Western Australia, not just in the metropolitan 
area.  That gave people in the country a chance to see their country kids go down there and make good.  It gave 
country people a chance to see their favourite WAFL team.  I understand that netball is the most popular game in 
the goldfields as far as participation is concerned.  Every Saturday we can watch the national netball competition 
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and that is well received by the netball fraternity.  They can also watch the basketball, and that is the only 
opportunity county people have to see basketball on a regular basis - unless they have Foxtel.  Sadly, the ABC 
has recently announced that it is looking at the possibility of withdrawing those services.  It is of great concern to 
country people.  If people in Perth want to watch a WAFL game or an Eagles game, they can just go along and 
see it.  If people want to see the best netball in the State, they can hop in their cars and five minutes later they can 
watch the Perth Orioles play.  It is the same if people want to see the Perth Wildcats.  The only chance people in 
the country have to see this level of sport is on ABC television.  I know that the Minister for Sport and 
Recreation has already raised concerns about the issue.  I also know that he recently went to South Australia, 
where a meeting was held of all state ministers for sport, and that topic was raised again.  I hope that the minister 
can give us some good news from that meeting.  There is no doubt that that state exposure provides younger 
players with the encouragement to go on to be champions like Dean Kemp.  Hopefully, we will have more 
people like Dean Kemp in Western Australia in the future.   

MR CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.26 am]:  This is a very interesting 
grievance.  In some ways, it is difficult to know how to respond, because in large part it is a tribute to Dean 
Kemp.  Obviously it is a timely one, because on Saturday he will be farewelled from the Western Australian 
football stage at the game between the Eagles and Essendon, which is a traditional contest.  I will talk about the 
ABC matter in a moment, because I do not have any good news, so I will leave that until the end.   

I am the sports minister as well as a lifetime supporter of the Subiaco Football Club, as the tie suggests.  My 
father played a few games for the club and my brother captained it.  He played with Dean Kemp’s brother Garry 
Kemp, who was a very interesting and very good footballer.  I remember one particular incident when Garry 
kicked the winning goal in the 1988 preliminary final against East Fremantle.  It was an amazing finish to the 
game.  Subiaco subsequently got into the grand final and beat Claremont.  My brother captained that side, so I 
thank the Kemp family for that.  Dean Kemp is an interesting character when one looks at WA football and how 
it has gone downhill.  For a start, there are no other players on the horizon, apart from young Cousins, who are 
anywhere near as good as Kemp.  What we have done in WA football is neglect our own talent.  Players like 
Dean Kemp and Brett Heady were very low picks in the draft - somewhere about 95.  In those days, the Eagles 
picked its own players.  It kept picking our kids right down to the bottom of the draft and people like Kemp and 
Heady turned out to be great players.  Dean Kemp is probably as good a player as the Eagles and probably any 
other clubs have had in recent times.  We have neglected our young talent.  We pick young kids from Victoria 
and South Australia in the low part of the draft, and they are no better than our young players.  I urge the 
Western Australian AFL clubs to do what they used to do and give young people like Dean Kemp, as he was 
then, a chance and stick with them.  They will develop into the champions that we know Western Australia can 
produce.   

In relation to football in Kalgoorlie, anybody who knows anything about football knows that, apart from 
Fremantle, Kalgoorlie was the goldmine of football talent in Western Australia for 100 years.  Combined 
Kalgoorlie sides often flogged Victorian Football League sides.  They thrashed Port Adelaide on a visit.  The 
goldfields has a very powerful football culture, and the Kemp family is part of that.  An older brother, Wayne 
Kemp, was injured as a young man and could not aspire to the great level of his brothers.  If anyone wants to 
know more about the history of football in the goldfields, I suggest he pick up a copy of a book written by my 
friend Les Everett called Gravel Rash: 100 Years of Goldfields Football.  It provides a wonderful sense of the 
incredible importance of football to the region.  Dean Kemp is possibly the greatest player to have come out of 
the goldfields, although other players, such as Stevie Marsh, have also been great.  I am sure everybody in this 
Chamber and the Western Australian community thanks Dean Kemp for his contribution to Western Australian 
and Australian football.  As the member for Eyre mentioned, the spirit in which he played the game is 
unquestionable.  He never played the man.  His 1994 grand final effort, in which he won the Norm Smith Medal, 
was one of the great individual performances of the modern era of Australian football.  He played on the hapless 
Mark Best, who had to endure Peter Matera in 1992.  For a person of slight build and light weight, Dean Kemp 
has achieved enormously in football, and I congratulate him.   

I agree entirely with the member’s comments about the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.  I have raised this 
issue before.  The ABC board meets tomorrow.  I understand that the decision is almost a fait accompli.  The 
ABC spends $13 million covering sport - $7 million on national sports such as basketball and $6 million on state 
sports such as the Western Australian Football League.  The Perth Orioles, for instance, would be covered at the 
national level.  Seven outside broadcast units are used in this coverage.  Led by Jonathan Shier, the ABC is to 
embark on a cost-saving exercise.  It intends to replace its sports coverage with a two-hour national program on 
Saturday afternoons, with inserts from each State.  That will not be the same.  It will greatly diminish the 
exposure of sports that do not attract the same commercial television coverage across Western Australia.  There 
is no doubt that the Western Australian Football League will suffer.  It has 80 000 viewers across Western 
Australia.  It is the second-highest rating sport on television.  Australian Football League is the highest.  Under 
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the ABC’s proposed changes, people in Kalgoorlie, Albany and the Speaker’s electorate of Burrup will be 
deprived of their capacity to watch WAFL games on television.  As the member who brought the grievance to 
the House said, it is not as easy for country people as it is for city people to decide at five minutes’ notice on a 
Saturday afternoon to go to watch a WAFL game.  I have previously mentioned the devastating impact this 
decision could have on women’s sport.   

The WAIS Breakers are already in a serious situation.  I raised this matter at the sports ministers conference, 
which unanimously decided - it had the support of even the South Australian Liberal sports minister - to do what 
it could to urge the ABC to overturn this decision.  We promised to encourage our constituents to also get 
involved.  I do not know what impact that has had; we will probably find out tomorrow, or shortly thereafter.  
The ABC is taking a retrograde step.  Dropping the live coverage is a cost-saving exercise; but the ABC also 
intends to lease its outside broadcast units to raise revenue.  The ABC will have lost the plot if it agrees to head 
in that direction.  It should not be involved in commercial arrangements, and it has already got into difficulty by 
doing that.  The ABC is about a providing a particular service and television experience that commercial 
television stations cannot or will not provide.   

To sum up, Western Australia should be proud of Dean Kemp and everything he has achieved in football.  He is 
only a young man; we are talking about him as if this were an obituary.  However, this is the beginning of a new 
phase in his life.  I hope that he achieves magnificently in whatever field of endeavour he pursues.  
 


